






“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”









Literary Elements: Characterization,




      



Dramatic Irony and Jargon

Purpose Statement: The title character has difficulty in accepting reality. As you read about Walter Mitty’s daydreams, determine what purpose his fantasies serve.  

	rakishly
	craven
	pandemonium

	distraught
	coreopsis
	derisive

	haggard
	          insolent
	inscrutable

	hydroplane
	        insinuatingly
	cur

	
	         disdainful
	


James Thurber (1894-1961) is remembered as a popular American humorist who combined writing with cartooning in depicting regular folks trying to cope with modern life. He was a major contributor to New Yorker magazine with his funny and ironic stories, essays, and cartoons. The character of Walter Mitty the daydreamer, was the basis for the imaginative beagle, Snoopy, in Charles Schultz’s comic strip Peanuts. Plagued with vision problems for most of his life, Thurber wrote many of his pieces while legally blind.  

Indirect Characterization: 
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Direct Characterization:

Dramatic Irony: 

Jargon: 
